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POPULATION GEOGRAPHY: NATURE AND SCOPE OF POPULATION
GEOGRAPHY.

INTRODUCTION:- HUMAN GEOGRAPHY CONCENTRATES ON THE SPATIAL ORGANIZATION AND
PROCESSES SHAPING THE LIVES AND ACTIVITIES OF PEOPLE, AND THEIR INTERACTION WITH PLACE
AND NATURE.

HUMAN GEOGRAPHY CONSISTS OF A NUMBER OF SUB-DISCIPLINARY FIELDS THAT FOCUS ON
DIFFERENT ELEMENTS OF HUMAN ACTIVITY AND ORGANIZATION.
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WHAT IS POPULATION GEOGRAPHY?

POPULATION GEOGRAPHY IS A DIVISION OF HUMAN GEOGRAPHY. IT IS THE STUDY OF THE WAYS IN
WHICH SPATIAL VARIATIONS IN DISTRIBUTION, COMPOSITION, MIGRATION AND GROWTH OF
POPULATIONS ARE RELATED TO THE NATURE OF PLACES.

POPULATION GEOGRAPHY INVOLVES DEMOGRAPHY IN A GEOGRAPHICAL PERSPECTIVE. IT FOCUSES
ON THE CHARACTERISTICS OF POPULATION DISTRIBUTION THAT CHANGE IN A SPATIAL CONTEXT. THIS
OFTEN INVOLVES FACTORS SUCH AS WHERE POPULATIONS ARE FOUND AND HOW THE SIZE AND
COMPOSITION OF THESE POPULATION IS REGULATED BY DEMOGRAPHIC PROCESSES OF FERTILITY,
MORTALITY AND MIGRATION.

DEFINITION OF POPULATION GEOGRAPHY: -

G. T. TREWARTHA, AN U.S. GEOGRAPHER, WHO IS KNOWN AS FATHER OF POPULATION
GEOGRAPHY. HE HAS DEFINED THE POPULATION GEOGRAPHY IN THE CONTEXT OF NATURE OF
GEOGRAPHY. TREWARTHA STRESSED THAT, ‘POPULATION GEOGRAPHY IS CONCERNED WITH THE
UNDERSTANDING OF REGIONAL DIFFERENCES IN THE EARTH’S COVERING OF PEOPLE.’
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ACCORDING TO WILBUR ZELINSKY, ‘THE SCIENCES DEALS WITH THE WAYS IN WHICH THE
GEOGRAPHIC CHARACTER OF A, ITS DISTRIBUTION AND THE CHANGES TAKING PLACE OVER A PERIOD
OF TIME. PLACES ARE FORMED BY AND, IN TURN, REACTS UPON A SET OF POPULATION PHENOMENA
THAT VARY WITHIN IT THROUGH BOTH SPACE AND TIME INTERACTING ONE WITH ANOTHER, AND WITH
NUMEROUS NON-DEMOGRAPHIC PHENOMENA.’

SO, THE POPULATION GEOGRAPHY IS CONCERNED WITH PEOPLE AND THEIR SIZE OR NUMBERS, ITS
STRUCTURE AND CHARACTERISTICS.

THE MAIN CONCERN OF POPULATION GEOGRAPHY REVOLVES ROUND THE
POPULATION: FOLLOWING THREE ASPECTS OF HUMAN: -

1. SIZE AND DISTRIBUTION, INCLUDING THE RURAL-URBAN DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION.

2. POPULATION DYNAMICS-PAST AND PRESENT TRENDS IN GROWTH AND ITS SPATIAL
MANIFESTATION; COMPONENTS OF POPULATION CHANGE, VIZ. FERTILITY, MORTALITY AND
MIGRATION.

3. POPULATION COMPOSITION AND STRUCTURE. THEY INCLUDE A SET OF DEMOGRAPHIC
CHARACTERISTICS (SUCH AS AGE-SEX STRUCTURE, MARITAL STATUS AND AVERAGE AGE AT MARRIAGE
ETC.), SOCIAL CHARACTERISTICS (SUCH AS CASTE, RACIAL/ETHNIC, RELIGIOUS AND LINGUISTIC
COMPOSITION OF POPULATION; LITERACY AND LEVELS OF EDUCATION ATTAINMENT ETC.), AND
ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS (SUCH AS WORK FORCE PARTICIPATION RATE AND WORK FORCE
STRUCTURE ETC.)

Systematic

Nature of

population
geography
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FIG.- NATURE OF POPULATION GEOGRAPHY

POPULATION GEOGRAPHY IS SYSTEMATIC IN NATURE:-

SYSTEMATIC NATURE IN GEOGRAPHY MEANS GENERAL OR A PARTICULAR ASPECT OF PHYSICAL OR
HUMAN PHENOMENA IN A DEFINED GEOGRAPHICAL SPACE AND PRESENT IT IN AN ORDERLY MANNER
ACCORDING TO A SYSTEM OF PLAN. AFTER TREWARTHA'S PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS OF 1953,
POPULATION STUDIES IN GEOGRAPHY SHIFTED FROM THE REALM OF REGIONAL GEOGRAPHY TO THAT
OF SYSTEMATIC GEOGRAPHY.

UNDER THIS NATURE, VARIOUS TOPICS OR ASPECTS OF POPULATION IN A

GIVEN AREA ARE STUDIED SYSTEMATICALLY. [T IS CONCERNED WITH THE SYSTEMATIC STUDY OF
DISTRIBUTION AND DENSITY OF POPULATION, POPULATION CHANGE AND COMPOSITION, POPULATION
AND RESOURCES, POPULATION PROBLEMS, PLANNING AND POLICIES OF A WELL-DEFINED
GEOGRAPHICAL AREA

SO, IT IS THE SYSTEMATIC NATURE OF POPULATION GEOGRAPHY, WHICH IS ABLE TO MAKE
GENERALIZED AND TO FORMED THEORIES AND MODELS.

POPULATION GEOGRAPHY IS REGIONAL. IN NATURE: -

REGIONAL GEOGRAPHY IS THE STUDY OF ALL FEATURES OF A GIVEN REGION. THIS NATURE GIVES
EMPHASIS ON A PARTICULAR REGION.

PRIOR TO TREWARTHA’'S INTRODUCTION OF POPULATION GEOGRAPHY IN 1953, POPULATION
STUDIES CONSTITUTED A PART OF REGIONAL GEOGRAPHY. INVARIABLY EACH REGIONAL GEOGRAPHY
INCLUDED A CHAPTERON POPULATION WHILE EXPLAINING THE ELEMENTS OF REGIONAL
CHARACTER. FOR EXAMPLE - TO ANALYSIS POPULATION CHARACTERIZE OF INDIA THE COUNTRY IS
DIVIDED IN VARIOUS SMALL AREAL UNITS CALLED REGION AND SUCH REGIONS MAY BE DELIMITED BY
HOMOGENEITY OF PHYSICAL, POLITICAL, CULTURAL OR DEMOGRAPHIC FEATURES.
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POPUIATION GEOGRAPHY IS SYSTEMATIC AND
REGIONAL IN NATURE

Region A Region B Region C Region D
o = o o
Population size
Age-Sex
storucture
Density and
distnbunon

Systematic and general nature in population geography

Regional nature in population geography

POPULATION GEOGRAPHY IS DYNAMIC IN NATURE: -

POPULATION GEOGRAPHY IS VERY DYNAMIC IN NATURE AS DAY BY DAY DIFFERENT CONTEMPORARY
ISSUES ARE INCORPORATED WITHIN I[TS PERIPHERY. THE SIZE, POPULATION GROWTH, AGE
COMPOSITION OF POPULATION IS STUDIED UNDER ITS DYNAMIC NATURE. BIRTH RATE, DEATH RATE,
IMMIGRATION, AND EMIGRATION ARE ALSO INCLUDED.

FOR EXAMPLE- IN INDIA, BEFORE THE DEVELOPMENT OF MEDICAL FACILITIES AND HEALTH CARE
FACILITIES, FERTILITY AND MORTALITY BOTH ARE HIGH. AT THAT TIME POPULATION GROWTH IS
NOMINAL. BUT AFTER THE IMPROVEMENT OF MEDICAL AND HEALTH CARE FACILITIES, DEATH RATE
DECREASES AND IMR IS ALSO DECREASES, AS A RESULT POPULATION GROWTH INCREASES AT
HIGHER RATE. SO, NATURE OF POPULATION GEOGRAPHY IS ALSO CHANGED WITH THIS
TRANSFORMATION.
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POPULATION GEOGRAPHY IS HUMANISTIC IN NATURE: -

IN ITS SENSE, IT NOT ONLY DESCRIBES AND EXPLAINS THE CAUSE EFFECT CONSEQUENCES BY
QUANTITATIVE STATISTICAL TECHNIQUES BUT IT ALSO INTIMATES WITH QUALITATIVE CATEGORIES OF
HUMAN GEOGRAPHY. CONCENTRATES ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF HUMAN SKILL, KNOWLEDGE,
BEHAVIOURAL MODIFICATION TO PRODUCE AN ENRICHED AND EQUIPPED CITIZEN FOR GOOD SOCIETY.
MOREOVER, DIFFERENT VALUE-ORIENTED PROBLEMS LIKE EXPLOITATION CHILD AND WOMEN EVEN
MAN POWER, SLAVERY, UNEQUAL CONSUMPTION, UNDER NUTRITION, MALNUTRITION — ALL KINDS OF
PROBLEMS ARE EXPRESSED THROUGH HUMANISTIC NATURE OF POPULATION GEOGRAPHY.

POPULATION GEOGRAPHY IS ECOCENTRIC IN NATURE: -

WITH GROWING POPULATION QUANTITY, PRESSURE ON EXISTING NATURAL RESOURCE IS INCREASING.
TO COPE-UP WITH RESOURCES, DESPERATE RESOURCE USE, VIOLATION OF NATURAL RULES AND
PRINCIPLES ETC. COLLECTIVELY HAVE BROUGHT SOME PROBLEMS RELATED TO HUMAN LIFE. IN
POPULATION GEOGRAPHY ALSO, WHATSHOULD BE OUR WAY INTERACTION, OPTIMALLY OF RESOURCE
USE WITHOUT DISTURBING NATURE ETC. ALSO GETTING PROPER PRIORITY.

THE NATURE OF POPULATION GEOGRAPHY IS A WIDE RANGE OF SYNTHESIS AMONG DIFFERENT
DEMOGRAPHIC DYNAMIC. THE MAJOR ELEMENTS OF POPULATION STUDY THAT IS HIGHLY DYNAMIC
INTO NATURE. THAT IS WHY, A WIDE SPECTRUM OF DESCRIPTIVE DESCRIPTION OF DEMOGRAPHIC
DIMENSIONS TO ECOLOGICAL ETHICS HAVE GENETICALLY EXPRESSED IN DIFFERENT SECTION OF
STUDY.

POPULATION GEOGRAPHY IS MULTIDISCIPLINARY IN NATURE: -

POPULATION STUDIES ARE NOT THE EXCLUSIVE DOMAIN OF ANY SINGLE SOCIAL SCIENCE. APART
FROM GEOGRAPHY,DEMOGRAPHY, SOCIOLOGY, ANTHROPOLOGY, ECONOMICS, MATHEMATICS, SOCIAL
SCIENCES, HISTORY ARE MAKING POSITIVE CONTRIBUTIONS TO UNDERSTAND VARIOUS ASPECTS OF
POPULATION.

FOR EXAMPLE —THE STUDY OF POPULATION SIZE, GROWTH, STRUCTURE AND COMPONENTS IS
ENTIRELY DONE WITH THE HELP OF MATHEMATICS. THUS, IT IS AN IMPORTANT TOOL IN
UNDERSTANDING POPULATION PHENOMENA. POPULATION STUDIES AND BIOLOGY ARE CLOSELY
RELATED, AS THE STUDY OF FERTILITY PROVIDES A GOOD ILLUSTRATION OF THE RELATIONSHIP
BETWEEN POPULATION AND BIOLOGY. THE THEORY OF DEMOGRAPHIC TRANSITION IS BASED ON AN
UNDERSTANDING OF OTHER DISCIPLINES AS ECONOMICS, SOCIOLOGY, ANTHROPOGEOGRAPHY ETC.
THIS MAKE THE POPULATION GEOGRAPHY MULTI-DISCIPLINARY IN NATURE.
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SCOPE:-

THE SCOPE OF POPULATION GEOGRAPHY IS QUITE WIDE. POPULATION GEOGRAPHY HELPS TO
UNDERSTAND THE VARIOUS FACTS PERTAINING TO THE SPATIAL VARIATION IN THE DISTRIBUTION OF
HUMAN POPULATION ACROSS THE EARTH WITH REFERENCE TO THE PHYSICAL, CULTURAL AND SOCIO-
ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT. IT'S ALSO HELPS TO THE PLANNING FOR THE HUMAN DEVELOPMENT.

* MEANING OF SCOPE: -

THE MEANING OF SCOFPE IS RELATED TO THE THREE QUESTIONS -

1. WHERE IT IS APPLIED

2. HOW ITS KNOWLEDGE IS APPLIED

3. THE OPPORTUNITY

EDWARD ACKERMAN INDICATES THAT THE FIRST SET OF PROBLEMS IN POPULATION GEOGRAPHY
INVOLVES THE IDENTIFICATION OF GENERIC RELATIONS, WHICH INCLUDES THE CATEGORIZATION,
CLASSIFICATION AND DIFFERENTIATION PROCEDURES. THE NEXT LEVEL OF INQUIRY INVOLVES THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF GENETIC RELATIONSHIPS OR DYNAMIC ASPECTS (PROCESSES) OF SPATIAL
DISTRIBUTIONS IN WHICH THE TEMPORAL VARIABLE IS HIGHLY SIGNIFICANT. THE LAST STEP IS THE
DETERMINATION OF CO-VARIANT RELATIONS, LLE. THE SEARCH FOR UNDERSTANDING THE SPACE
RELATIONS OF SPATIAL PROCESSES, WHICH ARE EXPRESS IN TERMS OF AREAL ASSOCIATION AND
INTERACTION BETWEEN AND AMONG PHENOMENA.

THE MAIN FIELD OF POPULATION GEOGRAPHY IS THE AREAL DIFFERENTIATION WHICH
IS HELP FULL FOR SOLVING THE PROBLEM OF STATIC RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN VARIABLES.
POPULATION STUDY BY GEOGRAPHERS SHOULD LEAD TO A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF THE
PROCESSES CREATING AREAL DISTRIBUTION AS EXPRESSED IN THE CONCEPTS INHERENT IN, AND BY
THE STUDY OF SPATIAL INTERACTION OVER TIME.

¢ ACCORDING TO G. T. TREWARTHA- THE SCOPE OF POPULATION GEOGRAPHY CAN BE DELINEATED
AS FOLLOWS: -

1. DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION

2. DENSITY OF POPULATION

3. MIGRATION (MOVEMENT OF PEOPLE ACROSS SPACE)

4. GROWTH OF POPULATION

5. COMPOSITION OF POPULATION

6. LITERACY AND QUALITY OF POPULATION

7. RURAL AND URBAN POPULATION
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8. TECHNOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENT AND POPULATION RESOURCES RATIO
¢ CLARKE FOCUSED MAINLY ON THREE ASPECTS OF POPULATION: -

1. SIZE AND DISTRIBUTION (ABSOLUTE NUMBER). -THIS INCLUDES THE DISTRIBUTION OF
POPULATION IN THE RURAL AND URBAN AREAS AND THE DENSITY OF POPULATION

2. POPULATION COMPOSITION AND STRUCTURE (PHYSICAL, SOCIAL AND
ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS): - THIS REFERS TO THE QUALITIES OF A POPULATION WHICH CAN BE
EITHER PHYSICAL QUALITIES LIKE - AGE-SEX STRUCTURE, MARITAL STATUS, HEALTH ETC. OR SOCIO-
ECONOMIC QUALITIES LIKE — RELIGIONS, RACE AND ETHNICITY, LANGUAGE, EDUCATION,
OCCUPATION CUSTOMS AND HABITAT.

3. POPULATION DYNAMICS: - AN ANALYSIS OF THE WORLD POPULATION AND ITS SPATIAL
MANIFESTATION INCLUDING THE TRENDS IN AND PRESENT GROWTH INFLUENCED BY THE PAST
MIGRATION, FERTILITY AND MORTALITY.

IN THE MODERN SOCIETY THE STUDY OF POPULATION IS VERY MUCH INTERDISCIPLINARY IN SCOPE
WITH CONTRIBUTIONS BY SOCIOLOGISTS, ECONOMISTS, AND ANTHROPOLOGISTS, THE GEOGRAPHIC
PERSPECTIVE ESPECIALLY VALUABLE.

* THE QUANTITATIVE ASPECT IS CONCERNED WITH A QUANTITATIVE STUDY OF THE SIZE STRUCTURE
CHARACTERISTICS AND TRADITIONAL DISTRIBUTION OF HUMAN POPULATIONS AND THE CHANGES
OCCURRING IN THEM.(UNDER THE PLANED SOCIALIST ECONOMY, THE PRACTICAL TASKS OF
POPULATION GEOGRAPHY INCLUDE QUANTITATIVE AND QUALITATIVE ASSESSMENT OF LABOUR
RESOURCES AND A SEARCH FOR THE FORMS OF SETTLEMENT MOST RESPONSIVE TO THE
REQUIREMENTS OF PRODUCTION AND THE CULTURAL AND DOMESTIC NEEDS OF THE POPULATION.)

e POPULATION GEOGRAPHY IS A STUDY IF CONDITIONS OF HABITATION IN DIFFERENT NATURAL
GEOGRAPHIC REGIONS REVEALS THE CONNECTION BETWEEN POPULATION GEOGRAPHY AND MEDICAL
GEOGRAPHY.

e THE SCOPE OF RESEARCH ON ETHNOGRAPHY AND THE ECONOMICS OF LABOUR IS CLOSELY
ASSOCIATED AND SOMETIMES INTERTWINED WITH POPULATION GEOGRAPHY.

* THE DEVELOPMENT OF METHODS OF MAKING POPULATION MAP IS VERY IMPORTANT. HENCE, WHILE
DESCRIBING, COMPARING, OR EXPLAINING THE DETERMINANTS AND CONSEQUENCES OF POPULATION
PHENOMENA, SOCIAL PHENOMENA, HAVE TO BE TAKEN INTO CONSIDERATION.

* POPULATION GEOGRAPHY HAS A SPECIAL PLACE IN ECONOMIC GEOGRAPHY, BECAUSE PEOPLE, AS
THE MAIN PRODUCTIVE FORCE, ARE EMPLOYED IN ALL ECONOMIC SECTORS, AND, UP TO A POINT,
THEIR LOCATION HAS AN ALL- ENCOMPASSING SIGNIFICANCE IN THE PRODUCTIVITY OF THE PEOPLE
AND THE CONSUMPTION OF THE PRODUCTS. HENCE THE POPULATION IS BOTH THE PRODUCER AND
CONSUMER.

* POPULATION GEOGRAPHERS' STUDIES, SYSTEM AND STRUCTURE - THE FORMS OF SETTLEMENT IN
RELATION TO THE SPATIAL NATURE OF POPULATION, THE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE GEOGRAPHICAL
ENVIRONMENT, THE ECONOMIC GEOGRAPHICAL CONDITION OF POPULATION EMPLOYMENT, AND,
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POPULATION MIGRATIONS. TOGETHER WITH DIFFERENCES IN THE NATURAL GROWTH OF POPULATION
MIGRATIONS DETERMINE THE COURSE OF TERRITORIAL RE-DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION.

e POPULATION COMPOSITION AND STRUCTURE, THEY INCLUDE A SET OF DEMOGRAPHIC
CHARACTERISTICS AND SOCIAL CHARACTERISTICS SUCH AS - AGE-SEX STRUCTURE, MARITAL STATUS,
AGE AT MARRIAGE, CASTE, RELIGIONS, AND, LINGUISTIC COMPOSITION RACIAL OR ETHNIC
COMPOSITION OF PEOPLE, LITERACY AND LEVELS OF EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT ETC.

e WITH THE ADVENT OF GEOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION SYSTEM (GIS) AND THE USE OF MORE
SOPHISTICATING REMOTE SENSING TECHNOLOGY, THE STUDY OF POPULATION GEOGRAPHY HAS SEEN
A CHANGE IN THE AVAILABILITY OF INFORMATION AND ITS APPLICATIONS.

OVER SPACE AND TIME, THE IMPORTANT OF THE STUDY OF GEOGRAPHY IN THE
POPULATION STUDIES HAS BECOME PROMINENT IN ALL SOCIAL SCIENCES. POPULATION
GEOGRAPHERS MAINLY FOCUS ON THE DIFFERENT ASPECTS OF POPULATION DEPENDING ON THE
GEOGRAPHICAL AND ECONOMIC ASPECTS OF A REGION. AT THE END AS R.J. PROYER VERY ACTUALLY
SUGGESTED THAT THE POPULATION GEOGRAPHY DEALS WITH THE ANALYSIS AND EXPLANATION OF
INTERRELATIONSHIP BETWEEN POPULATION PHENOMENA AND THE GEOGRAPHICAL CHARACTER OF
PLACES AS THEY BOTH VARY.

REFERENCE:
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AND.HTML
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